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TREES & SHRUBS

How & Where?

Use an open-ended garden hose. The use of soaker hoses and root feeders will work, but may pro-
duce less than desirable results. Lawn sprinklers do not provide the deep soaking that trees and
shrubs require.

Water directly over the root zone. Make sure water gets around entire circle of the rootball, from
the base of the plant out. This means moving the hose several times.

How Much & How Often?

Watering deeply and less frequently is key to establishing new plants. Water thoroughly every 7-
10 days, saturating the root zone to a depth of about 2/3rds down. Start your hose at a dribble and
adjust so that it is soaking into the ground and not running off. Rotate the position of the hose to
ensure even distribution. Dig around the edge of the plant’s root zone to ensure water has reached
correct depth.

Check the soil around your plant every 3-5 days. Allow the soil to dry out slightly before watering
again. A good soaking rain of 1” or more means you can skip a watering.

Certain environmental factors may require you to water more or less depending on your plant’s
location. Plants in shade may not need as much as ones that are in full sun. Always check the soil
regularly.

Continue watering all trees & shrubs into late fall/early winter, until the ground freezes. That
is usually in early December.

Evergreens

Be particularly vigilant with evergreens. They do not wilt like deciduous plants do, so their need
for water isn’t always obvious. All evergreens need to go into winter fully watered.

Mulch - Apply a 2-3” layer of mulch around trees and shrubs to help hold in soil moisture.
Keep mulch a few inches away from the base of the plants.

PERENNIALS & ANNUALS

Watering wands or hose sprayers work the best.
Focus on watering the soil at the root zone of the
plant, and avoid wetting the leaves when possi-
ble. Plants need about an inch or two of water per
week, to a depth of 8-12”.

Soaker hoses are another effective method of wa-
tering, keeping water off the leaves of plants and
concentrating it at the root zone.

Pay attention to conditions such as soil composi-
tion, sunlight and wind. These factors will cause
planting areas to dry out faster or stay saturated
longer.

WATERING TIPS:

Check soil moisture often

Water deeply

Water soil, not foliage

Don’t rely on rain

Don'’t let the soil dry out completely
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